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The Tobacco Oak and stainless-steel-
effect cabinets are arranged in a sociable

®
1 I I bow shape that ensures Karen and
James can chat to guests relaxing in

either of the room’s seating areas. The

a b OW Ice bar stools cante from John Lewis

iny cook would be delighted to be
t the helm of the Armstrongs’ kitchen

ne of the things that attracted Karen and James Armstrong to their 1970s-

built home was the size of its rooms. However, the long and narrow shape of

both the kitchen and dining areas let it down. ‘From the outset, we wanted

to create a huge living kitchen," Karen says. ‘In order to achieve the generous
proportions required, we took down the wall separating the two rooms, before enlarging
the space considerably with a four-metre-long extension into the garden.

Two RSJs and 23 floor-to-ceiling windows later, the couple had the huge light-filled
they'd dreamed of. The next challenge was fo choose cabinetry that comple-
ted the spectacular and spacious room. ‘We hoped to create a timeless kitchen
that we could spend all day in together as a family," Karen explains. 'We especially
wanted our children, Tiggi, seven, and Paddy, five, to have enough space to be able to
play safely, while James and | either cooked or entertained in the same room.’

Karen trawled through magazines until she finally hit upon the perfect cabinetry —
handsome dark oak and cool stainless-steel units by Hacker arranged in a combination
of straight lines and flowing curves. ‘The only problem was that the design company
responsible was based in Edinburgh, but | called them anyway, Karen recalls. To my
delight, they tracked down Dewhirst Kitchens, who also work with Hacker cabinetry.’

Besides tuming the couple’s vision into a reality, designer Lindsey Donnachie alerted
Karen to Miele's Experience Centre in Abingdon, where potential customers can try out
their appliances. ‘It was a 200-mile round trip, but worth it," Karen enthuses. "When |
came home | just couldn't stop raving about the appliances I'd tested. James said |
sounded like a Top Gear presenter, but to me it was like being in a sweet shop. | was
walking around thinking, “I'll have one of those, one of those and, oh, one of those."

Karen's must-have product from the trip was an all-singing, all-dancing Miele coffee
maker. ‘| love to sit at the bar with a fresh cup of coffee, watching the kids play as
James conjures up a fabulous meal," she says. ‘This room s exactly what
we set out to achieve — a living kitchen everyone wants to spend time in."

' Without sacrificing too much outdoor space, the Armstrongs' new extension
brings a spectacular amount of extra light into their 1970s-built home in Rutland
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